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1820, which describe the course of a Doktorpromotion 
at that period. A printed dissertation was not then 
a requirement. In addition to the formal examina- 
tion, conducted in Latin, the candidate was bound 
to print and to defend in public certain theses. Ban- 
croft himself in one of the letters above mentioned 
refers to two theses as having been actually dis- 
cussed at the public disputation. The biographer 
quotes the seventh thesis, in a form, however, which 
calls for the emendator's art, for the great Bentley 
appears under the disguise of "Bentheius". Since the 
full text of the theses is not easily accessible, it may 
be welcomed by the readers of The Classical 
Weekly, just at this time when Bancroft's name and 
career have been brought afresh to the attention of 
the general public. 

Theses quas loco horaque solita publice defendet 
Georgius Bancroft, Massachusetensi-Vigoniensis. 
I Mythi Graeci non ex Orientalium Gentium fabulis 
sed ex Graecorum ipsorum historia praecipue inter- 
pretandi sunt. II Eadem fuit lingua Pelasgorum et 
Hellenum. Ill Philosophia et bonae artes apud 
Graecos ortae sunt, non in Graeciam migraverunt. 
IV Vera Socratis philosophia moralis non in Xeno- 
phontis de eo Commentariis continetur. V Romulus 
est fabulosus. VI Epistolae Horatii forma non re 
differunt ab ejus Satyris. VII Bentleii conjectura 
nummum pro nomen in Horatii Epist. ad Pis. vs. 59 
rejicienda, altera tamen procudere pro producer e 
adoptanda. VIII Decrementa artium Constantini 
tempore non tanti sunt momenti, ut exinde periodus 
possit constitui. IX Cantus lusciniae a poetis et an- 
tiquis et recentioribus hilaris magis quam tristis de- 
scribitur. Edward Fitch 
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In the Transactions of the American Philological 
Association for 1907 there appears an interesting 
article by Dr. Arthur Stanley Pease on Stoning 
among the Greeks and Romans. Dr. Pease thinks 
that stoning was a distinctive form of punishment 
and the purpose of his paper is to determine (1) 
against what sort of offenses it was employed, and 
(2) what was its legality or illegality, and how it 
was regarded by the people. 

The crimes which stoning was employed to punish 
he divides into three classes: (1) offenses affecting 
the existence or external welfare of the state; (2) 
crimes against the rights of citizens, or against the 
worship or laws of the state; (3) cases arising from 
personal or political antagonism. As the underlying 
principle in stoning seems to have been that all 
present might unite in the punishment which thus 
expressed more vividly the general feeling and like- 
wise lessened the responsibility of the individual, it 
was naturally a common form of punishment in the 
army. Dr. Pease gives examples of stoning for 
treason either by deliberate treachery, or, in the case 



of a general, by failure to follow np an advantage 
gained in battle. Cowardice on the part of a general 
or leader, and conspiracy against a state or com- 
mander, since they affected the general safety, were 
similarly punished. Mutinous soldiers, also, were 
quick to use this method of expressing their disap- 
proval, for even though speaking many languages 
they all understood /SdXXe. Prisoners of war were 
sometimes stoned, perhaps as being dangerous to the 
state. 

Under the second class of crimes are grouped 
murder, blasphemy, mismanagement of the grain sup- 
ply, tyranny, making or supporting unpopular laws, 
even bringing bad news. 

In these two groups the punishment was for 
crimes affecting the people as a whole but it was 
natural that those with private ends to attain should 
soon avail themselves of it. In both Greece and 
Rome political parties got rid of inconvenient rivals 
in this fashion, but grievances of any kind might be 
thus satisfied as in the case of an actor or poet of 
whom the populace disapproved. It was also ex- 
tended to the families of the guilty or unpopular and 
even to inanimate things. 

Finally there are cases of religious or ceremonial 
stone-throwing. Instances are given of victims be- 
ing stoned in times of drought or pestilence. At 
Eleusis a festival called the fSaXKirris was celebrated 
in honor of Demophon ; at Troezen the Aifr>/3oXfc 
was said to be in memory of two Cretan maidens 
who were stoned to death in a sedition; the latter 
was perhaps a rite of purification. 

Dr. Pease concludes from the instances that he has 
collected that stoning was not among either Greeks 
or Romans a legal punishment but that on several 
occasions it was publicly justified by prominent 
Greeks, perhaps counting upon popular approval. 
Among the Romans, however, it appears to have 
been regarded as a distinct breach of law and order. 
In general it may be said that, in the beginning, this 
form of punishment, though crude and irregular, 
was usually prompted by real patriotism or just in- 
dignation against injustice, but finally, on many occa- 
sions in Greece and practically throughout Italy, it 
degenerated into the weapon of the mob used to sat- 
isfy partisan or private ends. T. E. W. 



WOMEN'S TIRE 

(in 1608 and in 1908) 
Hoc magis est instar tecti quam tegminis : hoc non 
ornare est, hoc est aedificare caput. 
John Owen: Epigrammatum Liber Unus, 119. 
More like a roof this hat than a covering: not an 
adornment, 
No, nor a headdress at all, rather an edifice this. 
Herbert H. Yeames 
Hobart College, Geneva. New York 



